CHECKLIST OF FISHES OF RAMSAGAR
Fish diversity of undivided India and various Indian states has been described by Jerdon (1849) , Dutta & Majumdar (1970) , Tilak & Hussain (1977) , Srivastava (1980) , Venkateswarlu & Rao (1980) , Johal & Tondon (1981) , Kaul et al. (1982) , Lipton (1983-84) , Dutta & Malhotra (1984) , Tilak & Baloni (1984) , Sen (1985) , Johal & Rawal (2000) , Meshram & Meshram (2005) , Hiware (2006) among others.
Day (1889) described the fishes and their distribution in India including that of Madhya Pradesh. Though, the formal study of fish fauna in Madhya Pradesh starts with the work of DAbreu (1925), Hora (1940) has listed the fishes of Mahanadi, and Malviya (1961) reported fish fauna of Jabalpur. Dubey & Mehra (1962) described 71 species of fishes from Chambal River. Mishra (1962) and Dubey & Verma (1965) have given a comprehensive account of the fish fauna of India and Pakistan and Madhya Pradesh, respectively. Dwivedi et al. (2000) studied the production dynamics and fisheries development in Naktara reservoir in Madhya Pradesh and Shukla et al. (2003) described fish biodiversity of Gambhir dam, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.
Fish fauna of Gwalior division was described by Agarwal & Saksena (1977) . Dubey et al. (1980) recorded fish species from Chambal division and Rao et al. (1988) recorded fishes of Gandhisagar reservoir. Saxena & Srivastava (1989) studied fish fauna of Kunwari river and reported 46 fish species. In this note, a checklist of fish fauna of Ramsagar reservoir in Datia district is reported for the first time.
Materials and Methods: Ramsagar, a small man-made reservoir (140.09ha) located in Datia district, Madhya Pradesh, is used for different purposes like drinking, irrigation and fisheries. Geographically, the reservoir is located between 25 0 40'N -78 0 23'E. The reservoir is constructed over a Nichroli nallah in the basin of Sindh river.
The studies were conducted during April, 2003 to March, 2005 . The fish specimens were collected twice in every season using dragnets, gill nets and ghagaria jaal (cast net) taking the help of local fishermen. The small fish specimens were preserved in 8% formaline directly while large fish specimens were dissected for visceral preservation and were then preserved in 8% formaline. The fish specimens were identified up to species level by using the keys provided by Srivastava (1980), Talwar & Jhingran (1991) and Jayaram (1999 
